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Course Timeline 

Participants have one year to complete the course. Participants must spend a minimum of three 
weeks in this course. 

Course Description 
 
Are you looking for ways to integrate technology into your classroom so that students are better 
engaged and more excited to participate? This online course is designed to help K-12 teachers 
increase student engagement in the classroom by utilizing popular educational technology tools. 
Teachers will be introduced to the basics of fifteen effective and engaging educational 
technology tools and learn how each of them can be used to amplify learning. The course begins 
with an overview of the different forms of student engagement and how technology can increase 
student engagement. From there, teachers are provided with step-by-step instructions on how to 
use Class Dojo, Kahoot!, Quizlet, Google Forms, Seesaw, Wakelet, FigJam by Figma, Edpuzzle, 
Nearpod, Book Creator, Padlet, Screencastify, Canva, Google Slides, and Headspace within an 
educational context to engage students and enhance learning. Teachers will also learn about app 
smashing, along with complete instructions, as a strategy to create an engaging learning 
experience for students. For those interested in building their technology toolbelt, a variety of 
other available apps are shared for teachers to further explore on their own. By the end of this 
course, teachers will feel more confident and successful in their quest to incorporate a variety of 
educational technology tools into their own teaching practices to increase student engagement in 
the classroom. 
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Educational Outcomes 
 

1. Teachers will learn how student engagement is defined, and they will explore the 
different forms of student engagement (intellectual, emotional, behavioral, physical, and 
social).  

2. Teachers will be introduced to the various ways that technology can increase 
engagement, including how it can be used to support differentiation, address different 
learning styles, support students with special needs, and increase collaboration and 
communication.  

3. Teachers will learn how to use Class Dojo to manage student behavior, and they will 
explore several ways Class Dojo can be used in the classroom, such as for tracking 
discussion, participation, and teaching math skills using Dojo points.  

4. Teachers will learn about Kahoot!, including how to create a basic kahoot, play a kahoot 
game in class, and assign a self-paced kahoot for homework, as well as explore several 
ways Kahoot! can be used for student-created review, creating blind kahoots, and 
interactive read-alouds.  

5. Teachers will learn about Quizlet, including how to create, share, and use a study set, 
host a Quizlet Live game, and create a Quizlet checkpoint activity. Teachers will also 
explore several ways to use Quizlet in the classroom, such as for practicing grammar, 
identifying lab equipment, and practicing translations. 

6. Teachers will learn about Google Forms, including how to create a basic form, an auto-
graded quiz, a scavenger hunt, and a digital escape room.  

7. Teachers will learn how to use Seesaw, and they will explore several ways Seesaw can be 
used in the classroom, such as for student portfolios, formative assessments, and 
annotating Google files.  

8. Teachers will learn about Wakelet, including how to create and share a Wakelet 
collection. They will also explore several ways Wakelet can be used in the classroom, 
such as for designing lesson plans, setting up a backchannel for classroom discussions, 
collecting student work, and using it for digital essays.  

9. Teachers will learn about FigJam by Figma, including how to create, share, and edit a 
Figjam board. They will also explore several ways FigJam can be used in the classroom, 
such as for whole class brainstorming and hosting a digital gallery walk.  

10. Teachers will learn about Edpuzzle, including how to set up an Edpuzzle class and how 
to find, edit, and assign a video lesson. They will also explore several ways Edpuzzle can 
be used in the classroom, such as for reading comprehension, lab demonstrations, 
analyzing sports games, and teaching essay writing. 

11. Teachers will learn about Nearpod, including how to find, edit, and teach a live Nearpod 
lesson in class, how to create an interactive lesson from scratch, as well as they will 
explore several ways Nearpod can be used in the classroom. 

12. Teachers will learn about Book Creator, including how to set up a class library, create an 
ebook and a class book, and publish ebooks. Teachers will also explore several ways 
Book Creator can be used in the classroom, such as creating a comic book, an interactive 
textbook, and an American Sign Language book.  

13. Teachers will learn about Padlet, including how to create a board, posting to a board, and 
sharing a board with students, as well as explore several ways Padlet can be used in the 
classroom, such as for video discussions. 
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14. Teachers will learn about Screencastify, including how to record a screencast, add 
interactive questions to a screencast, create gifs, and use Screencastify Submit to assign 
video assessments. They will also explore several ways Screencastify can be used in the 
classroom, such as for personalized feedback, foreign language learning, and 
demonstrating student knowledge.  

15. Teachers will learn about Canva, including how to create, edit, and share presentations 
and videos. Teachers will also explore several ways students can use Canva presentations 
and videos to demonstrate their learning.  

16. Teachers will learn about Google Slides, including how to create and share a basic slide, 
how to use the Pear Deck add on, as well as how to create HyperDocs using Google 
Slides.  

17. Teachers will learn about Headspace, and explore several ways Headspace can be used to 
incorporate mindfulness into the classroom.  

18. Teachers will learn what app smashing is and will explore a variety of best practices as 
they relate to app smashing.  

19. Teachers will understand why it is important to build a technology toolbelt that includes a 
variety of subject-specific tools that can be used in the classroom.  

Instructional Media 

• Online Discussions 
• Online Engagement 
• Online Collaboration 
• Instructor Feedback 
• Instructor Interaction 
• Online Resources and Websites 
• Supplemental Instructional Materials 
• Printable Classroom Resources 

 
Evaluation 
 

• Test #1 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #2 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #3 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #4 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #5 (5% of final grade) 
• Autobiography and Goals for the Course (10% of final grade) 
• Article/Video Reflection (15% of final grade) 
• Course Collaboration/Share Ideas with the Class (10% of final grade) 
• Cumulative Assignment/Project: Create App Smash Lessons (20% of final grade) 
• Culminating Practicum (20% of final grade) 

 
Topical Outline 
 
Unit One 
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• Technology and Student Engagement 
• Class Dojo 
• Kahoot! 
• Assignment #1 

Write an autobiography including information about yourself, your grade level and what 
you specifically hope to learn about using technology apps/tools to engage students in the 
classroom. Your autobiography should be a minimum of three paragraphs. 

• Test #1 
 
Unit Two 

• Quizlet 
• Google Forms 
• Seesaw 
• Assignment #2 

As an educator, it is important to be aware of the research, studies, and professional 
work done in the field. In the course, you will find an article and video that are relevant 
to the specific course content. Read the article or watch the video and then write an essay 
with your thoughts.  

• Test #2 
 
Unit Three 

• Wakelet 
• FigJam by Figma 
• Edpuzzle 
• Assignment #3 

Online Discussion Board Participation/Engagement: Please post a tip, strategy, or idea 
that specifically relates to using technology apps/tools to engage students in the 
classroom. The tip, strategy, or idea that you share needs to make a difference to other 
teachers in their own classrooms. Your assignment should be a minimum of three 
paragraphs and detailed enough for another teacher to follow easily. This is a great 
opportunity to share and collaborate with other teachers at your grade level around the 
country. Take time to review and respond to other postings that are relevant to your 
classroom population in order to gain effective ideas to use immediately in your 
classroom. 

• Test #3 
 
Unit Four 
  

• Nearpod 
• Book Creator 
• Padlet 
• Test #4 
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Unit Five 
 

• Screencastify 
• Canva 
• Google Slides 
• Test #5 

 
Unit Six 
 

• Headspace  
• App Smashing 
• Building Your Technology Tool Belt 
• Assignment #4 

Design three original app smash lessons that are appropriate for your subject and grade 
level. Each lesson needs to include at least two apps/tools from the fifteen discussed in 
this course. Different apps/tools need to be used for each lesson. Provide a brief overview 
of the lesson, including any lesson objectives or standards, if applicable. Additionally, 
provide step-by-step instructions with enough detail so that another teacher can use them 
to implement your lessons in their classroom. Each lesson should also be appropriately 
titled, formatted, and free from spelling/grammar errors. For one of the lessons, create a 
sample of what the finished product should look like for students to review. 

• Assignment #5 
The culminating practicum is a three-step process. (1) In the first assignment, you were 
asked what goals you had and what you hoped to learn from the course. Think back to 
your original goals for this course. Write a minimum two-paragraph reflection 
specifically describing how what you learned can be used to help you reach those 
goal(s). (2) Next, write a minimum three-paragraph plan that specifically describes the 
ways in which you intend to implement a particular strategy you learned in this course 
into your own teaching situation. (3) Last, write a minimum two-paragraph reflection 
describing a student you have or have had in the past. Then, discuss how the strategies 
you learned in this course will specifically benefit that student as you put your plan into 
action. 
 

Bibliography 

Active Learning | Center for Educational Innovation. (n.d.). Center for Educational Innovation. 
https://cei.umn.edu/active-learning 
 
Are flashcards effective? The top 3 ways they can boost your grades. (2022, February 22). 
Brainscape Academy. https://www.brainscape.com/academy/are-flashcards-effective/ 
 
Bolden, F. (2021, March 4). How Technology can Increase Student Engagement. TeachHUB. 
https://www.teachhub.com/technology-in-the-classroom/2019/08/how-technology-can-increase-
student-engagement/ 

Copyright Professional Development Institute 
www.webteaching.com

https://cei.umn.edu/active-learning
https://www.brainscape.com/academy/are-flashcards-effective/
https://www.teachhub.com/technology-in-the-classroom/2019/08/how-technology-can-increase-student-engagement/
https://www.teachhub.com/technology-in-the-classroom/2019/08/how-technology-can-increase-student-engagement/


 
Brancatisano, E. (2016, October 24). The Benefits Of Bringing Mindfulness In To The 
Classroom. HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/archive/au/entry/the-benefits-of-bringing-
mindfulness-in-to-the-classroom_a_21590110  
 
Castle, S. (2020, April 6). What is a Blind Kahoot? | How to teach new topics. Kahoot! 
https://kahoot.com/blog/2015/10/28/art-blind-kahooting/ 
 
Chan, A. L. (2013, April 8). Mindfulness Meditation Benefits: 20 Reasons Why It’s Good For 
Your Mental And Physical Health. HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mindfulness-
meditation-benefits-health_n_3016045  
 
Coolman, A. (2016, July 1). Enabling Active Learning Through Technology. Smart Sparrow. 
https://www.smartsparrow.com/2016/07/01/enabling-active-learning-through-technology/ 
 
Education Technology Market Worth $377.85 Billion By 2028. (2021, April). Grand View 
Research. https://www.grandviewresearch.com/press-release/global-education-technology-
market 
 
Get Started | HyperDocs. (n.d.). HyperDocs. https://www.hyperdocs.co/start  
 
Gouda, S., Luong, M. T., Schmidt, S., & Bauer, J. (2016). Students and Teachers Benefit from 
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction in a School-Embedded Pilot Study. Frontiers in 
Psychology, 7. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2016.00590  
 
Headspace. (n.d.). Mindful tools for the classroom. 
https://assets.ctfassets.net/v3n26e09qg2r/6lBVI2GdX0Hq3eDqTHn8lw/70bcefa17b2f101940cd9
e2b1be3189c/tools.pdf  
 
Hodges, B. T. (2021, November 20). School Engagement Is More Than Just Talk. Gallup.Com. 
https://www.gallup.com/education/244022/school-engagement-talk.aspx 
 
Ireland, T. (2014, June 12). What Does Mindfulness Meditation Do to Your Brain? Scientific 
American Blog Network. https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/what-does-
mindfulness-meditation-do-to-your-brain/  
 
Jennings, P.A., J.L. Brown, J.L. Frank, S.L. Doyle, R. Tanler, D. Rasheed, A. DeWeese, A. 
DeMauro, & M.T. Greenberg (2015). “Promoting teachers’ social and emotional competence, 
well-being and classroom quality: a randomized controlled trial of the CARE for Teachers 
Professional Development Program.” In C. Bradshaw (Ed.), Examining the impact of school-
based prevention programs on teachers: findings from three randomized trials. Washington D.C: 
Symposium presented at the Society for Prevention Research Annual Meeting. (Submitted for 
Initial Review). Abstract retrieved 28 Nov. 2017 from 
https://spr.confex.com/spr/spr2015/webprogram/Paper23484.html  
 

Copyright Professional Development Institute 
www.webteaching.com

https://www.huffpost.com/archive/au/entry/the-benefits-of-bringing-mindfulness-in-to-the-classroom_a_21590110
https://www.huffpost.com/archive/au/entry/the-benefits-of-bringing-mindfulness-in-to-the-classroom_a_21590110
https://kahoot.com/blog/2015/10/28/art-blind-kahooting/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mindfulness-meditation-benefits-health_n_3016045
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mindfulness-meditation-benefits-health_n_3016045
https://www.smartsparrow.com/2016/07/01/enabling-active-learning-through-technology/
https://www.grandviewresearch.com/press-release/global-education-technology-market
https://www.grandviewresearch.com/press-release/global-education-technology-market
https://www.hyperdocs.co/start
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2016.00590
https://assets.ctfassets.net/v3n26e09qg2r/6lBVI2GdX0Hq3eDqTHn8lw/70bcefa17b2f101940cd9e2b1be3189c/tools.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/v3n26e09qg2r/6lBVI2GdX0Hq3eDqTHn8lw/70bcefa17b2f101940cd9e2b1be3189c/tools.pdf
https://www.gallup.com/education/244022/school-engagement-talk.aspx
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/what-does-mindfulness-meditation-do-to-your-brain/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/what-does-mindfulness-meditation-do-to-your-brain/
https://spr.confex.com/spr/spr2015/webprogram/Paper23484.html


Karpicke, J. D., & Roediger, H. L. (2008). The Critical Importance of Retrieval for Learning. 
Science, 319(5865), 966–968. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1152408 
 
Kary, S. (2020, January 12). Create Digital Portfolios for Students with Seesaw | New EdTech 
Classroom. The New EdTech Classroom. https://newedtechclassroom.com/digital-portfolios-
students/ 
 
Kulowiec, G. (2013, February 20). App Smashing: Part I. The History Classroom 2.0. 
http://kulowiectech.blogspot.com/2013/02/app-smashing-part-i.html 
 
Lynette, R. (2020, September 10). Teaching Visualization Can Improve Academic Achievement 
for Students at Any Age. Minds in Bloom. https://minds-in-bloom.com/teaching-visualization-
can-improve/ 
 
Merrill, J., & Merrill, K. (2020). The Interactive Class: Using Technology to Make Learning 
More Relevant and Engaging in the Elementary Classroom. Elevate Books Edu. 
 
Mindful. (2020, January 15). Best Practices for Bringing Mindfulness into Schools. 
https://www.mindful.org/mindfulness-in-education/  
 
Mindful. (2021, November 23). What is Mindfulness? https://www.mindful.org/what-is-
mindfulness/  
 
Nutt, A. E. (2018). “Why kids and teens may face far more anxiety these days.”  
Retrieved 16 Feb. 2022 from https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-
health/wp/2018/05/10/why-kids-and-teens-may-face-far-more-anxiety-these-
days/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d8bc07176553  
 
Nearpod increases student engagement: Hendry County’s Story. (2021, March 16). Nearpod 
Blog. https://nearpod.com/blog/nearpod-increases-student-engagement-hendry-county/ 
 
Pino-James, N. (2015, December 11). Golden Rules for Engaging Students in Learning 
Activities. Edutopia. https://www.edutopia.org/blog/golden-rules-for-engaging-students-nicolas-
pino-james 
 
Ruffini, M. (2012, October 31). Screencasting to Engage Learning. EDUCAUSE. 
https://er.educause.edu/articles/2012/11/screencasting-to-engage-learning 
 
Ryder, D. (2020, August 18). Creating Comics in the Classroom. Edutopia. 
https://www.edutopia.org/article/creating-comics-classroom 
 
Saad, B. L. (2021, May 3). Teachers Who Promote Creativity See Educational Results. 
Gallup.Com. https://news.gallup.com/opinion/gallup/245600/teachers-promote-creativity-
educational-results.aspx 
 

Copyright Professional Development Institute 
www.webteaching.com

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1152408
https://newedtechclassroom.com/digital-portfolios-students/
https://newedtechclassroom.com/digital-portfolios-students/
http://kulowiectech.blogspot.com/2013/02/app-smashing-part-i.html
https://minds-in-bloom.com/teaching-visualization-can-improve/
https://minds-in-bloom.com/teaching-visualization-can-improve/
https://www.mindful.org/mindfulness-in-education/
https://www.mindful.org/what-is-mindfulness/
https://www.mindful.org/what-is-mindfulness/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/05/10/why-kids-and-teens-may-face-far-more-anxiety-these-days/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d8bc07176553
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/05/10/why-kids-and-teens-may-face-far-more-anxiety-these-days/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d8bc07176553
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/05/10/why-kids-and-teens-may-face-far-more-anxiety-these-days/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d8bc07176553
https://nearpod.com/blog/nearpod-increases-student-engagement-hendry-county/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/golden-rules-for-engaging-students-nicolas-pino-james
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/golden-rules-for-engaging-students-nicolas-pino-james
https://er.educause.edu/articles/2012/11/screencasting-to-engage-learning
https://www.edutopia.org/article/creating-comics-classroom
https://news.gallup.com/opinion/gallup/245600/teachers-promote-creativity-educational-results.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/opinion/gallup/245600/teachers-promote-creativity-educational-results.aspx


Stevens, K. (2018, March 13). Twitter Exec Reports that Educators Dominate the Twitter-
sphere. EdSurge. https://www.edsurge.com/news/2014-04-30-twitter-exec-reports-that-
educators-dominate-the-twitter-sphere 
 
Student Engagement Definition. (2016, February 18). The Glossary of Education Reform. 
https://www.edglossary.org/student-engagement/ 
 
Terada, Y. (2017, February 10). Mindfulness Is All the Rage—But Does It Work? Edutopia. 
https://www.edutopia.org/article/mindfulness-all-the-rage-does-it-work-youki-terada  
 
Wang, A. I. (2020, July 1). Dozens of studies show learning benefits of using Kahoot! Kahoot! 
https://kahoot.com/blog/2020/07/01/dozens-of-studies-show-learning-benefits-of-kahoot/ 
 
Wang, A. I., & Tahir, R. (2020). The effect of using Kahoot! for learning – A literature review. 
Computers & Education, 149. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2020.103818 
 
 
 

 

Copyright Professional Development Institute 
www.webteaching.com

https://www.edsurge.com/news/2014-04-30-twitter-exec-reports-that-educators-dominate-the-twitter-sphere
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2014-04-30-twitter-exec-reports-that-educators-dominate-the-twitter-sphere
https://www.edglossary.org/student-engagement/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/mindfulness-all-the-rage-does-it-work-youki-terada
https://kahoot.com/blog/2020/07/01/dozens-of-studies-show-learning-benefits-of-kahoot/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2020.103818



