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Course Timeline

Participants have one year to complete the course. Participants must spend a minimum of three
weeks in this course.

Course Description

Do your students struggle to absorb, understand, and remember the content material from your
course? Are you searching for evidence-based strategies that help students build their overall
comprehension? This online course takes a deep dive into a variety of best practices based on the
science of reading to help middle and high school teachers guide their students to greater
comprehension, regardless of the content they teach. The course begins with an in-depth
overview of the science of reading — what it i1s and what it means to 6-12 teachers. From there,
teachers delve into the connection between comprehension and critical thinking. Teachers will
explore key strategies to increase their students’ background knowledge so that they can
successfully comprehend academic, subject matter, and indirect vocabulary across a variety of
classroom scenarios. Teachers will understand how a student’s verbal reasoning skills (or the
lack thereof) can affect their ability to make inferences and connections across fiction, poetry,
and nonfiction texts, and they explore a variety of research-based strategies to build and support
these verbal reasoning skills. The course concludes by exploring a variety of formative and
summative assessment options to further support and drive interventions forward. By the end of
this course, teachers will feel more confident and successful in their quest to embed best
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practices based on reading science principles to help students better comprehend a variety of
texts across all subjects.

Educational Outcomes

1.

11

12.

13

14.

15

Teachers will learn the history behind the science of reading, including how it spawned
from the reading wars debate to include the “Big 5 areas of exemplary reading
instruction.

Teachers will learn how the Simple View of Reading and Scarborough’s Reading Rope
have influenced how the science of reading is viewed today.

Teachers will be introduced to each of the five components of the science of reading
(phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension).

Teachers will learn how working memory provides the engine for comprehension, and
they will explore specific strategies to help students recall information so that it can be
“massaged” and moved into their long-term memories.

Teachers will understand the critical role that critical thinking plays in reading
comprehension, and they will explore scaffolding strategies to help their students think
more critically.

Students will explore Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (DOK) model and Costa’s
Level of Questioning model as a way to further foster their students’ critical-thinking
skills.

Teachers will understand how students’ background knowledge can help them better
engage with the content, and they will learn specific strategies for doing so, including
such activities as culturally relevant fishbowls and choice boards.

Teachers will understand what theme is and they will explore how to create a thematic
statement with their students according to best science of reading practices.

Teachers will learn specific strategies for cultivating empathy with themes.

. Teachers will explore several activities (i.e., building in knowledge-boosting stopping

points, analyzing key quotes, using conceptually coherent text sets, etc.) to help their
students build their background knowledge before introducing the text.

. Teachers will understand what academic vocabulary is, and they will explore several

strategies to teach it vis-a-vis such things as interactive word walls, video journals, and
texting, to name a few.

Teachers will understand what content vocabulary is, and they will explore several
strategies to teach it vis-a-vis such things as vocabulary pointillism, drawing the word,
and sketch noting.

. Teachers will be introduced to the four types of vocabulary (listening, speaking, reading,

writing), and they will explore several research-based activities that can be used to
promote indirect vocabulary acquisition, including such things as using online articles
and poetry, vocabulary logs, and four corners sorting activities.

Teachers will learn specific strategies to build their students’ background knowledge as a
way to foster and support verbal reasoning skills.

. Teachers will learn what verbal reasoning is as well as specific strategies that can be used

at the 6-12 level to improve their students’ verbal reasoning skills.
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Teachers will explore how figurative and abstract language can be used to increase their
students’ verbal reasoning skills.

Teachers will learn how to harness specific productive struggle techniques so that their
students can work more efficiently in their zone of proximal development.

Teachers will learn strategies to engage students in the productive struggle of inference,
including such activities as word association games, short video clips, and using pictures.
Teachers will take a deep dive into how to best build and support their students’ verbal
reasoning skills using best science of reading practices.

Teachers will learn how reading science supports the acquisition of strong print concepts,
as this best practice increases students’ literacy knowledge.

Teachers will understand the benefits of being exposed to a diverse range of texts, and
they will explore specific strategies such as working with plot structure and incorporating
drawings and allegorical tales to develop their students’ literacy knowledge using fiction
texts.

Teachers will take a deep dive into how to use TPCASTT, an organized step-by-step
process that can be used to equip students with the tools they need to decode,
comprehend, and analyze poetry.

Teachers will explore how to increase students’ nonfiction literacy skills through text
features.

Teachers will learn how to make predictions using text features.

Teachers will learn about three types of assessment (diagnostic, formative, summative).
Teachers will understand why formative assessment is so powerful, and they will explore
a variety of formative assessment strategies (mastery checks, two truths and a lie, polling,
S.0.S., and anonymous pop quizzes) to use in their 6-12 classrooms.

Teachers will explore how summative assessments can be used to help guide reading
instruction at the 6-12 level.

Teachers will be introduced to the basics of RTI, PBIS, and MTSS.

Teachers will learn about the important role that professional learning communities
(PLCs) play in driving instruction forward.

Teachers will explore a variety of best practices as they relate to intervention, including
such strategies as SQ3R, demonstrations, and effective feedback.

Instructional Media

Online Discussions

Online Engagement

Online Collaboration

Instructor Feedback

Instructor Interaction

Online Resources and Websites
Supplemental Instructional Materials
Printable Classroom Resources
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Evaluation

o Test#1 (5% of final grade)

Test #2 (5% of final grade)

Test #3 (5% of final grade)

Test #4 (5% of final grade)

Test #5 (5% of final grade)

Autobiography and Goals for the Course (10% of final grade)

Article/Video Reflection (15% of final grade)

Course Collaboration/Share Ideas with the Class (10% of final grade)

Cumulative Assignment/Project: Respond to Essential Questions (20% of final grade)
Culminating Practicum (20% of final grade)

Topical Outline
Unit One
e An Overview of the Science of Reading
e Student Comprehension: What Does It Mean?
e The Critical Role of Critical Thinking
e Assignment #1

Write an autobiography including information about yourself, your grade level and what
you specifically hope to learn about how to increase students’ reading comprehension
using best science of reading principles. Your autobiography should be a minimum of

three paragraphs.
o Test#1
Unit Two

e Background Knowledge as Engagement into the Content

e Diving Deep into Themes

¢ Building Background Knowledge Before Introducing the Text

e Assignment #2
As an educator, it is important to be aware of the research, studies, and professional
work done in the field. In the course, you will find an article and video that are relevant
to the specific course content. Read the article and then write an essay with your

thoughts.
o Test#2
Unit Three

e Academic Vocabulary in Comprehension
e Subject Matter Vocabulary in Comprehension
e Indirect Vocabulary Instruction
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Assignment #3

Online Discussion Board Participation/Engagement: Please post a tip, strategy, or idea
that specifically relates to increasing students’ reading comprehension using best science
of reading principles in the 6-12 classroom. The tip, strategy, or idea that you share
needs to make a difference to other teachers in their own classrooms. Your assignment
should be a minimum of three paragraphs and detailed enough for another teacher to
follow easily. This is a great opportunity to share and collaborate with other teachers at
your grade level around the country. Take time to review and respond to other postings
that are relevant to your classroom population in order to gain effective ideas to use
immediately in your classroom.

Test #3

Unit Four

Knowledge and Verbal Reasoning

Inference Training

Strategies to Build and Support Verbal Reasoning
Test #4

Unit Five

Fiction Literacy
Poetry Literacy
Nonfiction Literacy
Test #5

Unit Six

Formative Assessment: A Check for Understanding

Summative Assessments to Guide Reading Instruction

Intervention in Instruction

Assignment #4

Read the scenario contained within Assignment #4 and respond to all the essential
questions as it relates to your fictional lesson. The lesson’s objective(s) must correspond
to the upper strands of Scarborough’s Reading Rope. The answers to each of the
essential questions should be detailed enough so that another teacher can easily follow
along and use your plan. Your approach must be based on best science of reading
practices. To obtain full credit, in addition to answering all the essential questions
contained within Assignment #4, your plan must also meet all the guidelines established
within the assignment. Follow the example shown within Assignment 4.

Assignment #5

The culminating practicum is a three-step process. (1) In the first assignment, you were
asked what goals you had and what you hoped to learn from the course. Think back to
your original goals for this course. Write a minimum two-paragraph reflection
specifically describing how what you learned can be used to help you reach those
goal(s). (2) Next, write a minimum three-paragraph plan that specifically describes the
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ways in which you intend to implement a particular strategy you learned in this course
into your own teaching situation. (3) Last, write a minimum two-paragraph reflection
describing a student you have or have had in the past. Then, discuss how the strategies
you learned in this course will specifically benefit that student as you put your plan into
action.

Bibliography

Alber, R. (2019). “Using Video Content to Amplify Learning.” Edutopia. Retrieved 08 Aug.
2023 from https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-video-content-amplify-learning/

allegory. In Britannica’s Online Dictionary. (2024, April 24). Retrieved 21 May 2024 from
https://www.britannica.com/art/allegory-art-and-literature

allegory. In Tate.org. (n.d.). Retrieved 13 Sept. 2023 from https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-
terms/a/allegory

Bainbridge, C. (2021). “Underachievement in Gifted Children.” Verywell Family. Retrieved 31
Aug. 2023 from https://www.verywellfamily.com/understanding-underachievement-in-gifted-
children-1449316

Barile, N. (2017). “Five Ways to Help Students Build Prior Knowledge.” Education Week.
Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from https://www.edweek.org/education/opinion-five-ways-to-help-
students-build-prior-knowledge/2017/01

Barrett, L. (2019.) “What is Background Knowledge? (Plus 21 Ways To Build It.” We Are
Teachers. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from https://www.weareteachers.com/build-background-

knowledge/

Barshay, J. (2020). “Four things you need to know about the new reading wars.” The Hechinger
Report. Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from https://hechingerreport.org/four-things-you-need-to-know-
about-the-new-reading-wars/

Cambourne, B. (2021). “A Brief History of the ‘Reading Wars.” EduResearch Matters. Retrieved
29 Aug. 2023 from https://www.aare.edu.au/blog/?p=9488

Care and Learning Service. (2018). “Oral Language: Language for Verbal Reasoning and
Abstract Thinking.” Retrieved 07 Sept. 2023 from
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/language-for-verbal-reasoning-and-
abstract-thinking.pdf

Center on PBIS. (2024). “What is PBIS?” Retrieved 02 July 2024 from
https://www.pbis.org/pbis/what-is-pbis

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-video-content-amplify-learning/
https://www.britannica.com/art/allegory-art-and-literature
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/allegory
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/allegory
https://www.verywellfamily.com/understanding-underachievement-in-gifted-children-1449316
https://www.verywellfamily.com/understanding-underachievement-in-gifted-children-1449316
https://www.edweek.org/education/opinion-five-ways-to-help-students-build-prior-knowledge/2017/01
https://www.edweek.org/education/opinion-five-ways-to-help-students-build-prior-knowledge/2017/01
https://www.weareteachers.com/build-background-knowledge/
https://www.weareteachers.com/build-background-knowledge/
https://hechingerreport.org/four-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-new-reading-wars/
https://hechingerreport.org/four-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-new-reading-wars/
https://www.aare.edu.au/blog/?p=9488
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/language-for-verbal-reasoning-and-abstract-thinking.pdf
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/language-for-verbal-reasoning-and-abstract-thinking.pdf
https://www.pbis.org/pbis/what-is-pbis

Chall, J. (1967). Learning to Read: The Great Debate. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

Cherry, K. (2022). “How We Use Abstract Thinking.” Verywell Mind. Retrieved 07 Sept. 2023
from https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-abstract-reasoning-5181522

Christina, The Daring English Teacher. (2015). “Teaching Academic Vocabulary in the
Secondary ELA Classroom.” [Blog post]. The Secondary English Coffee Shop. Retrieved 20
Sept. 2023 from https://secondaryenglishcoffeeshop.blogspot.com/2020/12/teaching-academic-
vocabulary-in.html

Chrysochoou, E., Bablekou, Z., & Tsigilis, N. (2011). “Working Memory Contributions to
Reading Comprehension Components in Middle Childhood Children.” American Journal of
Psychology, 124(3), pp. 275-289.

Cochrane, O. & Cochrane, D. (1992). Whole Language Evaluation for Classrooms. Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada: Whole Language Consultants, Ltd.

Components of the Reading Rope: Verbal Reasoning. (2023). Braintrust. Retrieved 20 Sept.
2023 from https://braintrusttutors.com/components-of-the-reading-rope-verbal-reasoning/

Daymut, J. A. (2023). “Photos vs. Drawings - Different Levels of Learning Vocabulary.” Handy
Handouts. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.handyhandouts.com/viewHandout.aspx?hh_number=342&nfp _title=Photos+vs.+Dr
awings+%E2%80%93+Different+Levelst+of+Learning+Vocabulary

Dieter, H. (2022). “Examining Scarborough’s Rope: Verbal Reasoning.” Great Minds. Retrieved
20 Sept. 2023 from https://greatminds.org/english/blog/witwisdom/examining-scarboroughs-
rope-verbal-reasoning

DiGilio, A. (n.d.). “Types of Assessment: An Overview.” Guided Readers. Retrieved 28 Sept.
2023 from https://parents.guidedreaders.com/types-of-assessment-an-overview/

Duke, N. & Cartwright, K. (2021). “The Science of Reading Progresses: Communicating
Advances Beyond the Simple View of Reading.” Reading Research Quarterly, 56(S1), pp. S25—
S44.

Edmunds, R. D. (1978). The Potawatomis: Keepers of the Fire. Volume 145 in The Civilization
of the American Indian Series. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press.

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2023) Allegory. In Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023
from https://www.britannica.com/art/allegory-art-and-literature

Farah, K. (2021). “How to Set Up Mastery-Based Grading in Your Classroom.” Cult of
Pedagogy. Retrieved 26 June 2024 from https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/mastery-based-

grading/

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-abstract-reasoning-5181522
https://secondaryenglishcoffeeshop.blogspot.com/2020/12/teaching-academic-vocabulary-in.html
https://secondaryenglishcoffeeshop.blogspot.com/2020/12/teaching-academic-vocabulary-in.html
https://braintrusttutors.com/components-of-the-reading-rope-verbal-reasoning/
https://www.handyhandouts.com/viewHandout.aspx?hh_number=342&nfp_title=Photos+vs.+Drawings+%E2%80%93+Different+Levels+of+Learning+Vocabulary
https://www.handyhandouts.com/viewHandout.aspx?hh_number=342&nfp_title=Photos+vs.+Drawings+%E2%80%93+Different+Levels+of+Learning+Vocabulary
https://greatminds.org/english/blog/witwisdom/examining-scarboroughs-rope-verbal-reasoning
https://greatminds.org/english/blog/witwisdom/examining-scarboroughs-rope-verbal-reasoning
https://parents.guidedreaders.com/types-of-assessment-an-overview/
https://www.britannica.com/art/allegory-art-and-literature
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/mastery-based-grading/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/mastery-based-grading/

Farrell, L., Hunger, M., Davidson, M., & Osena, T. (2019). “The Simple View of Reading.”
Reading Rockets. Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from https://www.readingrockets.org/article/simple-

view-reading

Finley, T. (2014). “8 Strategies for Teaching Academic Language.” Edutopia. Retrieved 29 Aug.
2023 from https://www.edutopia.org/blog/8-strategies-teaching-academic-language-todd-finley

Fiore, J. (2020). “What is verbal abstract reasoning? What would that mean as a skill of
intelligence?” Retrieved 17 Oct. 2023 from https://www.quora.com/What-is-verbal-abstract-
reasoning- What-would-that-mean-as-a-skill-of-intelligence

Fisher, D. & Frey, N. (2013). “A Range of Writing Across Content Areas.” The Reading
Teacher, 67(2), pp. 96-101. Available at:
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing/articles/range-writing-across-content-areas

Fisher, D. & Frey, N. (2014). “Content Area Vocabulary Learning.” The Reading Teacher,
67(8), pp. 594-599. Available at:
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/588/RT%20V ocabulary%20.pdf

Fisher, D. & Frey, N. (2019). Improving Adolescent Literacy: Content Area Strategies at Work.
5t ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Fisher, D. & Frey, N., & Lapp, D. (2022). “A Neglected Strand of the Reading Rope is Verbal
Reasoning.” Corwin Connect. Retrieved 13 Oct. 2023 from https://corwin-
connect.com/2022/09/a-neglected-strand-of-the-reading-rope-is-verbal-reasoning/

Flanagan, K., & Greenwood, S. C. (2007). “Effective content vocabulary instruction in the
middle: Matching students, purposes, words, and strategies.” Journal of Adolescent & Adult
Literacy, 51(3), pp. 226-238.

Gabriel, R. (2020). “The Future of the Science of Reading.” The Reading Teacher, 74(1), pp. 11—
18.

Great Schools Partnership. (2014). “Formative Assessment.” The Glossary of Education Reform
for Journalists, Parents and Community Members. Retrieved 26 June 2024 from
https://www.edglossary.org/formative-assessment/

Greater Good in Education. (2023) “Empathy for Students.” Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://ggie.berkeley.edu/student-well-being/empathy-for-students/

Haber, J. (2023). “It’s Time to Get Serious About Teaching Critical Thinking.” Inside Higher
Ed. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2020/03/02/teaching-
students-think-critically-opinion

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://www.readingrockets.org/article/simple-view-reading
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/simple-view-reading
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/8-strategies-teaching-academic-language-todd-finley
https://www.quora.com/What-is-verbal-abstract-reasoning-What-would-that-mean-as-a-skill-of-intelligence
https://www.quora.com/What-is-verbal-abstract-reasoning-What-would-that-mean-as-a-skill-of-intelligence
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing/articles/range-writing-across-content-areas
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/588/RT%20Vocabulary%20.pdf
https://corwin-connect.com/2022/09/a-neglected-strand-of-the-reading-rope-is-verbal-reasoning/
https://corwin-connect.com/2022/09/a-neglected-strand-of-the-reading-rope-is-verbal-reasoning/
https://www.edglossary.org/formative-assessment/
https://ggie.berkeley.edu/student-well-being/empathy-for-students/
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2020/03/02/teaching-students-think-critically-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2020/03/02/teaching-students-think-critically-opinion

Haldeman, Joe. (2023). Quotefancy. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://quotefancy.com/quote/2053907/Joe-Haldeman-Most-of-human-history-had-been-
industry-versus-nature-with-industry-winning

Hanford, E. (2018). “Hard Words: Why Aren’t Kids Being Taught to Read?”” American Public
Media Reports. Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from
https://www.apmreports.org/episode/2018/09/10/hard-words-why-american-kids-arent-being-

taught-to-read

HMH Staff. (2022). “What is Productive Struggle in the Classroom?”” Retrieved 18 Oct. 2023
from https://www.hmhco.com/blog/what-is-productive-struggle

Jackson, R. (2022). “The Science of Reading: Verbal Reasoning — What EdLeaders Need to
Know.” Retrieved 30 Jun. 2023 from The Science of Reading: Verbal Reasoning - What
EdLeaders Need to Know (drrobjackson.blogspot.com)

Keso, M. (2022). “Teaching Tuesday: The Science of Reading — Past, Present, and Future.”
Grand Canyon University. Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-
school-administration/teaching-tuesday-science-reading-past-present-and-future

Klint, A. (2021). “Understanding Depth of Knowledge.” Renaissance. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023
from https://www.renaissance.com/2021/10/21/blog-understanding-depth-of-knowledge/

Kokoros, T. (2023, March 31). “The Benefits of Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) For
Early Childhood Educators.” Early Education Childhood News, Ideas and Innovations in Early
Childhood Education. Retrieved 02 July 2024 from
https://www.earlychildhoodeducationandcare.com/bloggers/2023/3/3 1/the-benefits-of-
professional-learning-communities-plcs-for-early-childhood-educators

Lemov, D. (2021). Teach Like a Champion 3.0. Hoboken, NJ: Jossey-Bass.

Liles, M. (2023, July 12). “Ready to Test Your Brain Power? Give These 25 Rebus Puzzles
(With Answers!) a Try.” Parade. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://parade.com/1175283/marynliles/rebus-puzzles/

Lopez, J. C. (2023). “Basics of Plant Respiration.” Promix. Retrieved 11 Aug. 2023 from
https://www.pthorticulture.com/en/training-center/basics-of-plant-respiration/

Lynch, M. (2019). “Types of Classroom Interventions.” The Edvocate. Retrieved 09 Oct. 2023
from https://www.theedadvocate.org/types-of-classroom-interventions/

Master Class. (2021, Sept. 2). What is an Allegory? Types of Allegory in Writing and 5 Tips on
Using Allegory in Writing. Retrieved 12 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/what-is-allegory-types-of-allegory-in-writing-and-5-tips-
on-using-allegory-in-writing

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://quotefancy.com/quote/2053907/Joe-Haldeman-Most-of-human-history-had-been-industry-versus-nature-with-industry-winning
https://quotefancy.com/quote/2053907/Joe-Haldeman-Most-of-human-history-had-been-industry-versus-nature-with-industry-winning
https://www.apmreports.org/episode/2018/09/10/hard-words-why-american-kids-arent-being-taught-to-read
https://www.apmreports.org/episode/2018/09/10/hard-words-why-american-kids-arent-being-taught-to-read
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/what-is-productive-struggle
http://drrobjackson.blogspot.com/2022/08/the-science-of-reading-verbal-reasoning.html
http://drrobjackson.blogspot.com/2022/08/the-science-of-reading-verbal-reasoning.html
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/teaching-tuesday-science-reading-past-present-and-future
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/teaching-tuesday-science-reading-past-present-and-future
https://www.renaissance.com/2021/10/21/blog-understanding-depth-of-knowledge/
https://www.earlychildhoodeducationandcare.com/bloggers/2023/3/31/the-benefits-of-professional-learning-communities-plcs-for-early-childhood-educators
https://www.earlychildhoodeducationandcare.com/bloggers/2023/3/31/the-benefits-of-professional-learning-communities-plcs-for-early-childhood-educators
https://parade.com/1175283/marynliles/rebus-puzzles/
https://www.pthorticulture.com/en/training-center/basics-of-plant-respiration/
https://www.theedadvocate.org/types-of-classroom-interventions/
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/what-is-allegory-types-of-allegory-in-writing-and-5-tips-on-using-allegory-in-writing
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/what-is-allegory-types-of-allegory-in-writing-and-5-tips-on-using-allegory-in-writing

Menke, K. (2022). “Examples of Thematic Unit for Middle and High School English.” The
Integrated Teacher. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from https://theintegratedteacher.com/examples-of-
thematic-unit/

Miller, A. (2020). “Creating Effective Professional Learning Communities.” Edutopia. Retrieved
09 Oct. 2023 from https://www.edutopia.org/article/creating-effective-professional-learning-
communities/

Miller, G. A. (1956). “The magical number seven, plus or minus two.” Psychological Review,
63(2), pp. 81-97.

Moats, L. (2023). “A Conversation About the Science of Reading and Early Reading Instruction
with Dr. Louisa Moats.” Collaborative Classroom. [Blog post]. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/blog/the-science-of-reading-with-dr-louisa-moats/

Morgan, D. (2019). “Why Working Memory Matters for Reading.” Helping Children to Read.
Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from https://www.helpingchildrentoread.com/articles/why-working-
memory-matters-for-reading/

Nannini, K. (2023). “Summarizing Informational Text.” Retrieved 08 Sept. 2023 from
https://kristinenannini.com/summarizing-informational-text/

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. (2000). Report of the National
Reading Panel. Teaching children to read: An evidence-based assessment of the scientific

research literature on reading and its implications for reading instruction (NIH Publication No.
00-4769). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Neuman, S. Kaefer, T., & Pinkham, A. (2024). “Building Background Knowledge.” Reading
Rockets. Retrieved 13 May 2024 from https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/background-
knowledge/articles/building-background-knowledge

Olson, M. (2021). “The Importance of Vocabulary Instruction.” Kids Discover. Retrieved 26
July 2023 from https://kidsdiscover.com/teacherresources/the-importance-of-vocabulary-
instruction/

Posner, M., Tang, Y. Y., & Lynch, G. (2014). “Mechanisms of White Matter Change Induced by
Meditation Training.” Frontiers in Psychology, 5(256), p. 1220.

Prescott, J. (2022). “The Importance of Building Background Knowledge in Reading.” Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from https://www.hmhco.com/blog/the-importance-
of-building-background-knowledge-in-reading

Quote Fancy. (2023). Jacqueline Carey. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1483619/Jacqueline-Carey-There-are-patterns-which-emerge-in-
one-s-life-circling-and-returning

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://theintegratedteacher.com/examples-of-thematic-unit/
https://theintegratedteacher.com/examples-of-thematic-unit/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/creating-effective-professional-learning-communities/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/creating-effective-professional-learning-communities/
https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/blog/the-science-of-reading-with-dr-louisa-moats/
https://www.helpingchildrentoread.com/articles/why-working-memory-matters-for-reading/
https://www.helpingchildrentoread.com/articles/why-working-memory-matters-for-reading/
https://kristinenannini.com/summarizing-informational-text/
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/background-knowledge/articles/building-background-knowledge
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/background-knowledge/articles/building-background-knowledge
https://kidsdiscover.com/teacherresources/the-importance-of-vocabulary-instruction/
https://kidsdiscover.com/teacherresources/the-importance-of-vocabulary-instruction/
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/the-importance-of-building-background-knowledge-in-reading
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/the-importance-of-building-background-knowledge-in-reading
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1483619/Jacqueline-Carey-There-are-patterns-which-emerge-in-one-s-life-circling-and-returning
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1483619/Jacqueline-Carey-There-are-patterns-which-emerge-in-one-s-life-circling-and-returning

Quote Fancy. (2023). Karl Albrecht. Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://quotefancy.com/quote/2357249/Karl-Albrecht-Change-your-language-and-you-change-

your-thoughts

Radford University. (2024). “What is Assessment?” Radford University, Office of Institutional
Effectiveness and Quality Improvement. Retrieved 28 June 2024 from
https://www 1 .radford.edu/content/institutional-effectiveness/home/resources/assessment.html

Reading Rockets. (2023a). “Basics: Phonological and Phonemic Awareness.” Retrieved 20 Sept.
2023 from https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading-basics/phonemic

Reading Rockets. (20235). “Basics: Phonics and Decoding.” Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading-basics/phonics

Reading Rockets. (2023¢). “Content Area Vocabulary Learning.” Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/common-core-standards/articles/content-area-vocabulary-

learning

Reading Rockets. (2023d). “Basics: Vocabulary.” Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101/reading-and-writing-basics/vocabulary

Reading Rockets. (2023¢). “Guiding students Through Expository Text with Text Feature
Walks.” Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/comprehension/articles/guiding-students-through-
expository-text-text-feature-walks

Rohde, M. (2020). “What Are Sketchnotes?” rohdesign. Retrieved 05 Oct. 2023 from
https://rohdesign.com/sketchnotes

Sackstein, S. (2016). “What Makes Struggle Productive?” Education Week. Retrieved 20 Oct.
2023 from https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-what-makes-struggle-productive/2016/11

Schlozman, S. C., & Schlozman, V. R. (2000). “Chaos in the Classroom: Looking at ADHD.:
Educational Leadership, 53(3), pp. 28-33.

The School Run (2023). What is Verbal Reasoning? Retrieved 05 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-verbal-reasoning

Schwartz, S. (2023). “What is Background Knowledge, and How Does it Fit into the Science of
Reading?” Education Week. Retrieved 26 Jul. 2023 from https://www.edweek.org/teaching-
learning/what-is-background-knowledge-and-how-does-it-fit-into-the-science-of-
reading/2023/01

Scurletis, G. (2009). “Keep a Meaningful Vocabulary Log.” Vocabulary.com. Retrieved 11 Aug.
2023 from https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/wordshop/keeping-a-meaningful-vocabulary-

log/

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://quotefancy.com/quote/2357249/Karl-Albrecht-Change-your-language-and-you-change-your-thoughts
https://quotefancy.com/quote/2357249/Karl-Albrecht-Change-your-language-and-you-change-your-thoughts
https://www1.radford.edu/content/institutional-effectiveness/home/resources/assessment.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading-basics/phonemic
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading-basics/phonics
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/common-core-standards/articles/content-area-vocabulary-learning
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/common-core-standards/articles/content-area-vocabulary-learning
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101/reading-and-writing-basics/vocabulary
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/comprehension/articles/guiding-students-through-expository-text-text-feature-walks
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/comprehension/articles/guiding-students-through-expository-text-text-feature-walks
https://rohdesign.com/sketchnotes
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-what-makes-struggle-productive/2016/11
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-verbal-reasoning
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-background-knowledge-and-how-does-it-fit-into-the-science-of-reading/2023/01
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-background-knowledge-and-how-does-it-fit-into-the-science-of-reading/2023/01
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-background-knowledge-and-how-does-it-fit-into-the-science-of-reading/2023/01
https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/wordshop/keeping-a-meaningful-vocabulary-log/
https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/wordshop/keeping-a-meaningful-vocabulary-log/

Seidenberg, M. (2017). Language at the Speed of Sight: How We Read, Why So Many Can’t, and
What Can Be Done About It. New York, NY: Basic Books.

Shanahan, T. (2020). “The Science of Reading: Making Sense of Research.” The Reading
Teacher, 74(2), pp. 119-125.

Sketchnote Army. (n.d.). “What are sketchnotes?”” Retrieved 11 Aug. 2023 from
https://sketchnotearmy.com/sketchnotes

Solution Tree. (2023a). “History of PLC.” A/l Things PLC. Retrieved 02 July 2024 from
https://allthingsplc.info/about/history-of-plc/

Solution Tree. (202350). “Richard Dufour.” Retrieved 02 July 2024 from
https://www.solutiontree.com/richard-dufour.html

Sriram, R. (2020). “The Neuroscience Behind Productive Struggle.” Edutopia. Retrieved 05 Oct.
2023 from https://www.edutopia.org/article/neuroscience-behind-productive-struggle/

ST Math. (2023). “Productive Struggle & Math Rigor.” Retrieved 18 Oct. 2023 from
https://www.stmath.com/productive-struggle-math-rigor

Staake, J. (2023). “What Is Scarborough’s Reading Rope and How Do Teachers Use It?” We Are
Teachers. Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from https:// www.weareteachers.com/scarboroughs-rope/

Starr, J. (2023). “How to Build Background Knowledge.” Teaching With Jillian Starr. Retrieved
04 Oct. 2023 from https://jillianstarrteaching.com/build-background-knowledge/

Strauss, V. (2018). “Why the Reading Wars are a Waste of Time.” In The Washington Post.
Retrieved 29 Aug. 2023 from https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2018/10/30/why-
reading-wars-are-waste-time/

Sukel, K. (2019). “Understanding the Power of Meditation.” Retrieved 18 Oct. 2023 from
https://www.brainfacts.org/thinking-sensing-and-behaving/thinking-and-
awareness/2019/understanding-the-power-of-meditation-041919

TeachThought Staff. (2021). “What Are Costa’s Levels of Questioning?” TeachThought.
Retrieved 20 Sept. 2023 from https://www.teachthought.com/education/costas-levels-of-

questioning/

Twinkl. (n.d.) “What is Verbal Reasoning?” Retrieved 05 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.twinkl.com/teaching-wiki/verbal-reasoning

The University of Arizona. (2023). “Interleaving: A Strategy in the Learning to Learn Series.”
Retrieved 23 Oct. 2023 from https://academicaffairs.arizona.edu/121-strategy-interleaving#

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://sketchnotearmy.com/sketchnotes
https://allthingsplc.info/about/history-of-plc/
https://www.solutiontree.com/richard-dufour.html
https://www.edutopia.org/article/neuroscience-behind-productive-struggle/
https://www.stmath.com/productive-struggle-math-rigor
https://www.weareteachers.com/scarboroughs-rope/
https://jillianstarrteaching.com/build-background-knowledge/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2018/10/30/why-reading-wars-are-waste-time/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2018/10/30/why-reading-wars-are-waste-time/
https://www.brainfacts.org/thinking-sensing-and-behaving/thinking-and-awareness/2019/understanding-the-power-of-meditation-041919
https://www.brainfacts.org/thinking-sensing-and-behaving/thinking-and-awareness/2019/understanding-the-power-of-meditation-041919
https://www.teachthought.com/education/costas-levels-of-questioning/
https://www.teachthought.com/education/costas-levels-of-questioning/
https://www.twinkl.com/teaching-wiki/verbal-reasoning
https://academicaffairs.arizona.edu/l2l-strategy-interleaving

Vygotsky, L. (1978). Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes (M.
Cole, V. John-Steiner, S. Scribner, & E. Souberman, Eds. & Trans.). Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press.

Washington University in St. Louis. (2023). “Using Retrieval Practice to Increase Student
Learning.” Retrieved 18 Oct. 2023 from https://ctl.wustl.edu/resources/using-retrieval-practice-
to-increase-student-learning/#

Web Gallery of Art. (n.d.). Allegory with a Virgin. Retrieved 13 Sept. 2023 from
https://www.wga.hu/html_m/m/memling/2middle3/15allego.html

Willingham, D. (2017). “How to Get Your Mind to Read.” New York Times. Retrieved 20 Sept.
2023 from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/25/opinion/sunday/how-to-get-your-mind-to-
read.html

Zlotnick, G. & Vansintjan, A. (2019). “Memory: An Extended Definition.” Frontiers in
Psychology, Vol. 10, Article 2523. Available at:
https://www.readcube.com/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.02523

Copyright Professional Development Institute
www.webteaching.com


https://ctl.wustl.edu/resources/using-retrieval-practice-to-increase-student-learning/
https://ctl.wustl.edu/resources/using-retrieval-practice-to-increase-student-learning/
https://www.wga.hu/html_m/m/memling/2middle3/15allego.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/25/opinion/sunday/how-to-get-your-mind-to-read.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/25/opinion/sunday/how-to-get-your-mind-to-read.html
https://www.readcube.com/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.02523



